
 1 

Message from John Roe –  

Club Chairman 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have had one of the hoest summers for many 

years, and everyone has been making the most of their 

outdoor spor�ng ac�vi�es.   The grass courts have held 

up well, and the cricket and bowls playing surfaces have 

been in excellent condi�on.  A big 'thank you' to Mark 

our groundsman, and to Butch for his con�nued good 

work in managing the grounds maintenance and up-

keep.  I should also like to thank Alan Clarke who has 

given much of his �me to hedge cu'ng, weeding,  

rubbish clearance, and general maintenance work at 

the club.  

 

In August we held the club AGM, at which our accounts 

were presented, and where I advised members of the 

many challenges the club currently faces.   We have had 

some major problems with bar and catering, and in the 

case of the kitchen we now thankfully have an excellent 

team providing new and interes�ng menu items which 

are being enjoyed by many members and their guests.  

 Having announced at the AGM the arrival of our newly 

recruited Bar Manager, unfortunately he resigned his 

posi�on a+er two weeks, for personal reasons, and 

with other staff leaving, this has le+ us very short of 

staff to cover the long shi+s.   We are now busy  
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DEPOSIT TICKETS FOR CHRISTMAS 

EVENTS WILL GO ON SALE  

MONDAY, 17 SEPTEMBER FROM 

10am. 

 

Due to popular demand for these fantas�c 

events it is necessary to ask par�cipants to 

pay a £10 deposit to secure a �cket at  

recep�on. 

 

More details of these events,  

including menus will be circulated in due 

course. 

adver�sing for a replacement manager, but in the 

mean�me, we need more hands behind the bar - so if 

any members know of people we could approach for 

temporary or full �me work, this would be a big help.   

I also greatly appreciate the many hours of hard work 

which Jane Sanders, the Club Manager, has put in 

through these difficult �mes.  Without her, we would 

have needed to close the club on a number of  

occasions when we have not had other staff available. 

 

I was delighted to see the Cricket 1st XI win against 

Addiscombe last week in a very close match, with one 

ball to spare.  Their performance and results have 

much improved this year, and I am sure they are all 

pleased to be in a beer posi�on in the league. 

Hopefully the weather be kind over the last remaining 

month of the summer season, and we will be able to 

enjoy the great facili�es we have at Purley Sports Club.   
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Interview with  

Ruth Weston - 

Tennis  

member 

 

 

I am delighted to be interviewing another life member (over 

50 years) of Purley Sports Club.  Where did it all begin? 

I started playing tennis in my teens and played squash too.  

I’ve always been a great fan of games with a  

moving object.  Originally, I started playing these games just 

to keep fit, lile did I know this would see playing in different 

compe��ons all over the UK and many places around world.  I 

s�ll play for the over 70s for GB.  I feel privileged to have 

played in so many fabulous venues and met some wonderful 

people too. 

 

Not only do you have a passion for tennis, please tell us 

about your mother’s involvement. 

My mother, Anita Lizana was Chilean and one of six  

children.  She eventually came to be the ladies’ tennis singles 

champion of South America.  She was a very  

talented tennis player and was a devoted mother and wife.  

Due to her achievements, and such fond  

memories of our wonderful childhood, I wanted to  

capture the journey and produce a book dedicated to these 

memories and her story.  The book is called ‘Anita Lizana – 

Chile’s Smiling Senorita of Tennis’.    I was able to compile this 

with the generous help of Richard Jones of the Tennis Gallery 

in Wimbledon, who was able to trace her tournament history 

as well as obtain various pieces of memorabilia. 

 

My mother married my father, Ronald Ellis in London in 1938 

and shortly a+er they were married they moved to Dundee in 

Scotland as my father was Sco'sh.  They named their house 

‘Forest Hills’ a+er my mother’s biggest tournament win in her 

career where she won the US Na�onal Singles championship.  

I s�ll have a replica of that trophy at home.  My father was 

also a good tennis player and played to county standard. 

My parents were both very sporty and we all enjoyed an out-

door and ac�ve life growing up.  In laer years my parents 

started playing golf together un�l suddenly my father died of 

a heart aack at the age of 63.  My mother was devastated as 

we all were, and a+er he died she moved from Scotland to 

Dorset, where they had spent a lot of �me together.  They 

really were a popular and almost celebrity couple. 

Apart from tennis, do you have any other interests? 

Horse riding was also a passion of mine.  Where we grew up 

in Scotland there were some stables at the end of the garden.  

My father used to pay for lessons for me and I spent many an 

hour with the lovely horses.  I thought nothing of jumping a  

5-bar gate fence!  I recall having a discussion with my father 

about the prac�cali�es of owning a horse.  I used to  

constantly badger him about having my own horse un�l he 

made me understand the merits of the �me I needed to  

dedicate to looking a+er a horse, not to men�on the cost.  

When I realised it wasn’t going to happen, I took more �me 

to play tennis. 

 

I also ran the Property Management company along with my 

second husband Roger in Suon.  Roger con�nues to work at 

home, but I’m less involved these days as I always seem to 

have too much to do or too many matches to play. 

My 3 daughters and 1 son have also kept me busy over the 

years, as have my 6 grandchildren and 2 great grandchildren. 

What memories do you have of Purley Sports Club over the 

last 50 years and why do you keep coming back? 

There are so many, but despite all the wonderful clubs I’ve 

been honoured to visit during my match play, coming here is 

like coming home.  I started playing squash here with my first 

husband and ever since I can remember, it has always been 

part of our family life.  All my children have played some sort 

of sport here and it is something to hopefully pass on through 

genera�ons.  The standard of tennis is extremely good with 

many s�ll successful senior players such as Ann Clark and Sue 

Hill.  It is a very friendly and sociable club that I always look 

forward to coming to.  I do not know whether I will ever get 

as far again as being runner-up in the world Championship 

singles, but I do know it will take an awful lot to stop me  

playing tennis. 

 

Ruth, thank you for sharing that 

lovely story and I  

recommend anyone to read about 

your mother’s wonderful  

achievements.     
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Squash 

2018 Surrey Squash AGM—Wednesday 

12th September 

St. George’s Hill, Weybridge 

KT13 0PX 

The mee7ng will start with end-of-season 

presenta7ons at 7:30pm,  

followed by the AGM at 8:00pm.  

TABLE TENNIS 

On Wednesday, 8 August, Sa�sh Desai  

arranged a friendly match between our 

table tennis players and a Croydon Table 

Tennis League team at Limpsfield Table 

Tennis Club. Alex and Steve Moon, and 

Lesley Whitehead (a guest player on Sun-

days) did well and won the match 6-4. Our 

team was well supported, morally, by Mrs 

Paula Moon, who provided the transport 

for the team. 

Racketlon 

Rakesh Gupta’s Adventures 
 

Rakesh Gupta has been a member of Purley 

Sports Club for 10 years.  Last week he was in 

Zurich, Switzerland for the Racketlon World 

Championships - represen�ng Team GB in 

the Over 55's category. He was the captain of 

the team and they won the Gold Medal. Last 

year, he captained a slightly different team in 

Vienna, Austria for the European Champion-

ships, which they also won. So now, they are 

European and World Champions.  Rakesh 

Gupta said: "We were all very pleased,  

especially as we beat the favourites,  

Germany, in the semi-finals!" 

 

Racketlon is a sport where you play 4  

different racket sports, one a+er the other: 

table-tennis, badminton, squash and tennis - 

and every single point counts towards the 

final total score in all 4 sports, to decide the  

winner.  Rakesh's strongest sports are table-

tennis and badminton.  However, playing at 

Purley Sports Club, in par�cular the squash 

sec�on, has made a significant difference to 

his squash and tennis over the last few 

years.  
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BOWLS FINAL DAY 

Purley held their annual Bowls Finals on the 1st and 2nd of September, in glorious sunshine; The day 

was an overwhelming success and our congratula�ons go to everyone who took part; winners or those 

that came second!  Full details of the results will be on the bowls no�ce board.  Here are some pictures 

of the finalists in ac�on.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Cricket Club had a reasonably successful season this year with the 3rd X1 being promoted as  

champions of their division and the other 3 teams all finishing in 4th place. 

 

The 1st X1 started the season poorly and by half way they were boom of their division! However, as 

the availability of players became beer  later on, this resulted in greater consistency at selec�on.  The 

results started to improve drama�cally at the half way stage. The team ended up being unbeaten in the 

last 8 games with 7 wins and 1 winning draw! The winning draw was against the eventual champions - 

the only game they did not have a ‘W’ in the results column the whole season! 

The Colts sec�on, under the leadership of Head Coach Ian Yull, had increased numbers this year 

(including an unprecedented 35 girls!) and achieved similar spectacular success on the field, to 2018. 

We are confident that this forward momentum can be maintained for next year.  

Sec�on Updates con�nued 

Cricket Update - The Tour of Antwerp  



 5 

 

Squash in memorandum to Sumner Paul Malik 

 

20th January 2006 – 11th August 2018  

 

It is with great sadness that I can inform everyone of the sad passing of Sumner a+er a 

courageous 2 year bale with Diffuse Intrinsic Pon�ne Glioma (DIPG).  Many will  

remember last year I organised a 24hr squash a thon at Purley to help raise vital funds 

for Sumners treatment costs and awareness of DIPG, my wife Jo also ran this years’ London Marathon to raise  

further funds as its a cancer that currently is not covered on the NHS.   

 

Sumner was one of triplets; the others being Bailey & Heston.  He also leaves behind 3 older siblings, Torrie, Perry 

& Cur�s, all of which are county and England standard at squash.  His sister Torrie is currently ranked No 1 in Eng-

land at U15 ! 

The normal prognosis for DIPG is 9 months so Sumner exceeded this by over a year.  I believe this was down to a 

number of factors, mainly his father Camron and mother Suzan’s �reless inves�ga�on into alterna�ve treatments 

and dietary requirements.  The uncondi�onal love the family have for each other and the healthy lifestyle they all 

promoted with squash being the key ingredient.  Such was his strength and determina�on to not let this defeat him 

he was s�ll trying to train and play squash up to a month before his passing.  The heart-breaking nature of this 

dreadful and incurable illness is that it can take hold so quickly, the Maliks’ were holidaying in Sumner’s favourite 

place in Spain when his condi�on deteriorated rapidly and they had to rush home straight to the Royal Marsden.  

Unfortunately Sumner never recovered but was surrounded by all his family who had taken every step with him on 

his toughest bale.  He had been doing so well and I really believed he’d make a recovery, such was his nature and 

spirit.   I feel privileged to have played a small part in Sumner’s short but extraordinary life, and he has touched my 

life in a way I could never express as he has many others.  Even through the pain he always managed to show hu-

mility, humour and kindness way beyond his years.  But above all he did this with the most beau�ful smile that 

could light up a room.  So long Superman Sumner un�l we meet gain.  Your legacy will live on through everyone you 

touched and loved.  For my part I promise I will carry on suppor�ng the Malik family be it with ongoing fund raising 

for the charity via a tournament that will be in his name or just to be there for the family he so heartbreakingly has 

le+ behind.   

Love from Stuart & Jo, James & Daniel Parish 
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Bar Opening Hours: 

Monday – Saturday   

11:00 – 23:00  

 

Sunday 12:00 - 22:30 

 

Happy Hour 16:30 – 18:00 

Monday – Thursday  

Kitchen Opening Hours: 

 

Monday - Friday   

Lunch 12:00 - 14.30  

Evening 18:30 - 21:30 

 

Saturday 12:00 - 21.30   

Sunday 12:00 - 14:00 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Years Eve Party 

Monday 31st December  

Bubbles, good food, live 

entertainment and lots 

of fun. 

Carveries: 

Sunday 23rd December  

Sunday 16th December  

Delicious 3 course meal with 

family and friends and live 

entertainment. 

CHRISTMAS EVENTS 

Christmas Dance 

Friday 14th December  

Fun for everyone and hosted by dance instructor 

Suzy Smith with the fabulous singer Jenny Green 

www.jennygreensings.com 

 


