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Message from 

 John Roe  

Chairman 
 

My message this month 

comes from Normandy, 

where the Purley Sports Club 

tennis section is represented 

by a (mainly geriatric) group 

of keen intrepid players, 

ready to take on the host 

team of Le Club de Tennis de Saint Lo. 

After arriving on the cross channel ferry, our first visit was to 

the Normandy D-Day landings Omaha Beach, and the Ameri-

can Memorial, and subsequently to Arromanches.  This is a 

place of great serenity and peace, in total contrast to the 

unbelievable carnage which took place here in 1944. 

Back in Purley, there has been much happening.  The autumn 

major works on the grass tennis courts have been completed, 

following a difficult meeting  with the contractor, and who 

has now carried out the works to and agreed detailed specifi-

cation, which will be constantly monitored through the win-

ter and into the spring.   The cricket square works have been 

completed, and the bowls will follow shortly.   

Members may have noticed Robin, our buildings mainte-

nance contractor, restoring numerous exterior parts of the 

wooden structure of the Cowen Suite which is progressively 

decaying, and which is in our plans to renovate at some time 

in the future.   We were hoping by now to have had  

acceptance of our planning application for the proposed new 

fitness and gym extension.  There will now be a consultation 

process with the local residents, and hopefully we will  

receive positive news in the next few weeks.   
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OCTOBER OFFER—FRIDAY NIGHT 
HAPPY HOUR 6-8.30pm 

To celebrate our new brewery contract with 
Marston’s we are offering 50p off selected 
beers, wines and spirits during Happy Hour 
on a Friday too. 
Please come and try some of our new  
products.  Cheers! 

The most significant change for the club this month is the 

signing of the new brewery deal with Marstons, which now 

owns Youngs & Charles Wells.  This will enable us to offer a 

wider range of beers and lagers, and the club will receive 

some funding from the brewery towards the club's building 

fund.  A big thank you is due to Danny Rogers and Peter  

Bright who have been involved in the negotiations with 

Marstons over the last four months. 

 

The Bowls Finals weekend was held in fine weather, and 

congratulations to all the participants.  I understand Theo 

the Magician excelled in several events.  

 

The Ember Big Band event on the afternoon of Sunday 17th 

September was a huge success, and we are very grateful to 

all the top class musicians and singers who entertained us. 

We are sorry to be losing Lorraine, our kitchen manager, 

who is leaving for a career change in the motor dealership 

business.  Many thanks to Lorraine for her dedicated hard 

work, and good luck for the future.  There will be a leaving 

party for Lorraine on Sunday afternoon 8th Oct.  

Winter tennis court renovations: 
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An interview with Killian Gallagher-Mundy — Squash section and our very own  

barman. 

 

Three Peaks and Three Cheers! 

First of all I’d like to thank you for help behind the bar, how have you enjoyed it?  
It’s been great.  My family and I have been members of the club for many years and enjoyed the various sports.  I’m heavily 
into squash at the moment, with tennis becoming a very good runner-up.  Having finished my degree in journalism, I’m still 
awaiting that opportunity for the magnificent breakthrough story that takes me to fame and fortune.  In the meantime, I have 
been working in one of the trendy bars in Boxpark, Croydon and work part time here at the Sports Club too.  I find it fasci-
nating meeting the different characters who play the various sports, and enjoy working at the social functions too.  It’s great 
to work in a place with such a diverse clientele and range of products. 

 
So what is in store for you next? 
The Voluntary Overseas service, I am volunteering in Africa for three months and I’m really looking forward to it.  To help 
raise money for the VSO some other volunteers and I climbed the three tallest mountains in England, Wales and Scotland.—
The Three Peaks Challenge, which had to done in 24 hours, which is no mean feat. 
 
The journey began Friday afternoon, in the scenic and cold Scottish Highlands. Me and my newly acquainted pals, began the 
ascent up Ben Nevis (all 1345m of it) with our waterproofs, bag packs stuffed of snacks with sugar content that could power a 
Squash-athon, waterproofs, Gary Hendon's cherished walking poles and my Christmas jumper.  
 
The walk was on and four hours later we found ourselves at the top of a very misty Ben Nevis: minds content, photos 
snapped, lungs refreshed we made our way down. It was at this point I cherished Dave K Brown's helpful advice to actually do 
"a bit of b***dy training" before I left for the challenge, thanks Dave. 

 
Behold, by half past eleven we were in the van still mulling over the ghost stories we had been telling to scare each other on 
our way to the Lake district to tackle the mighty Scafell Pike. 
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Killian Gallagher-Mundy cont: 
I recall the journey up Scafell, which was the most challenging of the three, a rumba rapid of boulders to be 
climbed, dodged and balanced on for half n hour  before crawling up a daunting incline of scattered rock. It got 
tough at this point, psychoses tried to set in but the reminder of purpose of the challenge and the people I could 
potentially be helping in Africa kept me going through the shaky moments. Plus, maybe a lucozade or three didn't 
do any damage. 
 
Alas by half past 11, Scaffell was ours, climbed and skipped down, I even got to meet a few sheep for my troubles. 
By now, energy was wavering but a quick stop at Gregg's helped us refuel before facing up the finale, Wales's 
mighty Snowdon. 
 
Half way up Snowdon, I got the gang to do a shout-out to Gary Hendon, his walking sticks just about saved each 
one of our lives at some point- so thank you Gary, from me and the rest of my mountaineers.  
 
Snowdon was hiked up (I promise we didn't jump on the train that sits adjacent to the path) and we were a happy 
and relieved bunch to proudly complete the three peaks challenge. A joyous acapella rendition of Bohemian Rhap-
sody was belted out on the way down- mamma mia! 
 
This wasn't quite the challenge of man, and I'm sure that bloke who cycled round the world the other day probably 
had to deal with a lot more lactic acid than I but it was an achievement non the less and all for a good cause.  
between, my fellow mountaineers and I, we raised over a £1000 for VSO. I'm pretty sure my squash and tennis legs 
got me through the hike, cheers Will  and the tennis lot...still couldn't beat Will  at squash yesterday though! 
 
The challenge was all in aid for VSO, an international development organisation that sends volunteers from the UK 
abroad to help fight poverty. My destination for January is Tanzania and my fundraising target of £1500  will go 
back to VSO so they can fund future projects, the other 90% of the programme is government funded. Any dona-
tions towards my target will be greatly appreciated and go a long way to helping the charity.  
You can donate on my Just Giving page: https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/killian-gallagher  
 
Thank you to those who donated so far, it really means a lot! 
 
P.S.  keep your eyes peeled for my future fundraising efforts: Sponsored silences, Stop-tober, potential hair  
shavings and a poker night are all involved! 

 

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PARTY 

Sunday 3rd December, 1-3:30pm 

A Children's Christmas party with Father  

Christmas and Theo the Magician.  Tickets are £10 

per child, which includes food and entertainment.  

CHRISTMAS CARVERIES 

Sunday 10th and 17th December 

 1-5pm   Price: Adult £20, Child £10  

with live music from Andy Robinson.   

NEW YEAR’S EVE PARTY 

31st December 

Gala dinner and continuous music to  

suit all music tastes by Rex.  Price £58 

The member's bar will also be open if 

enough people  are interested in 

attending - please register your interest at reception. 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/killian-gallagher%20
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TENNIS 
On Sunday 10 September, we staged the second Martin 
Wright memorial competition in which a junior is paired 
with an adult. Again it proved a great success with 40  
members taking part.  
The event was run superbly by Terry and the Martin Wright 
shield was won by William Child-May.  
Afterwards Linda Wright unveiled a special memorial bench 
we bought for Martin with help from your donations which 
now sits proudly on the pavilion balcony.  
 
Linda asked me to convey the following message to thank 
people for their support "On behalf of The Wright Family, I 
would like to thank everybody who took time out to  
participate in the Annual Tournament held in memory of my 
late husband Martin. 
He certainly would have been the first to enter as he loved 
this type of competition.  Congratulations to William and 
we'll look forward to seeing him compete at Wimbledon in 
the near future! 
Thank you to everyone who helped with the organisation 
and it is because of their efforts that the event was such a 
great success." 
Many thanks 
Linda 

BOWLS 

After a very challenging and competitive bowls season, the bowlers had an end of bowling season fun night in the twilight, 

where several members took part in Candlelit Bowls. Here are some pictures of what they got up to. 

 

Winner of Martin Wright Trophy 2017 

William Child-May, pictured with Linda Wright. 
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Squash Handicap Tournament 2017 

The Steve Frieze Removals Squash Handicap Tournament 2017 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 The first time in memory the Handicap final was  
 between a father and son combination - 15 year 
 old Liam Moore against his Dad Craig. The younger 
 generation came through 3-0 so we probably have 
 our youngest ever winner of the squash handicap 
 tournament.  
 Congratulations Liam - keep up the progress you 
 have shown in the last couple of seasons. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The plate competition was between  
Russ Woolven and John Beniston - with Russ 
prevailing 3-1 
 

Thank you for all those who took part, made 
possible with crucial input from Chris Sinclair, 
Mark Ames and Susan Monckton. 

 

The Club Championships for both squash and 
racquetball will be held in early December - 
please make the effort to enter and play!  

Men’s winter matches start next Monday, 9 October.   A full fixture list will be posted on the squash 

website this week as we are just waiting on some confirmation of away fixtures . 
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Bar Opening Hours: 
Monday – Saturday   

11:00 – 23:00  

 

Sunday 12:00 - 22:30 

 

Happy Hour 16:30 – 18:00 

Monday – Thursday  

Kitchen Opening Hours: 
 
Monday - Friday   
Lunch 12:00 - 14.30  
Evening 18:30 - 21:30 
 
Saturday 12:00 - 21.30   
Sunday 12:00 - 14:00 
 

Recent Events 

 

THE EMBER BIG BAND: 

This was such a wonderful event and 

BBQ enjoyed by 100 or so people on 

Sunday, 17 September.  It was fabulous 

to hear a live orchestra who played a 

selection of music for us all. 

The sun was shining, the BBQ was su-

perb; our thanks to go our guest chef 

for the day, and the atmosphere was 

outstanding.  Many thanks to all those 

who took part in this thoroughly  

enjoyable event. 

MacMillan Coffee morning: 

Many thanks to all those who came along and supported 

the World’s biggest coffee morning to support MacMil-

lan and cancer.  We raised over £300 whilst sipping 

coffee, eating cake and having a good natter.  Our  

special thanks go to Angela and Lorraine in the kitchen 

for making such delicious cakes. 

 

 


