3rd July 2017

Message from
John Roe –
Chairman
The summer is now in full
swing, with record temperatures in June, followed by
some dismal cooler weather over the last week.
However, all of the grass
areas need a good soaking following the hot dry spell.
The fridges and freezers were working hard, and the
conditions rather showed the inadequacies of the storage
facilities we currently have. The beer cellar cooler packed up
on the hottest night of the year resulting in some lost ale, but
thankfully this was fixed very quickly by our maintenance
company.
All of the grass surfaces are playing extremely well, although
there are several patches on the tennis courts which are of
concern, and which are receiving attention. Our groundsman
Mark has been very busy, and has received much volunteered help from Alan Clarke, to whom we are very grateful.
On a sad note, Chris Bullen, our Development Officer, has left
the employment of the club, as his role has become
redundant. This is in the context of the requirement to
ontrol the overheads of the club, and to ensure our
resources are directed to the most important issues of ensuring good value for our members, and providing high quality
facilities. Chris has done a good job for us over the last three
years, and I sincerely hope he will be able to expand his
cricket coaching activities, for which he is highly regarded.
Alan Cook, our senior barman, who always had a welcome
and a smile for everyone, has also left the club to develop his
future career in sales, with slightly more sociable working
hours. He has been back twice to help us out through the
holiday period, and I hope he will regularly join members for
a drink at the club. We are very grateful to Alan for all he has
done, and wish him well in the future.
The Wimbledon Tennis Championships commence on Monday, so our TV screens will be dominated by the world's best
players competing to lift the championship trophies in two
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weeks time. In the meantime, we have the clubs Junior
Tennis Finals on 8th July followed by the Senior Finals Day
on 22nd July, followed by a barbeque on Saturday
Evening—all welcome.
Don't forget the Lions Rugby breakfast at the club on Saturday morning 8th July. Enjoy the summer, enjoy the Club
John Roe

Cocktails
Due to the success of our
cocktail launch,
we are pleased
to announce
that these will
be available throughout the summer.
Gentle circuit class – Monday 5.45pm
This is a successful rehabilitation group class for people
who do not usually exercise or are getting over some
injuries- ‘Stronger for Longer’. It’s a great way to be encouraged by others and have fun whilst you’re exercising.
The group is currently men only but will soon include
women too. Do come along and give it a go or call Sue
Burgess 07842 126119 for more details.

SPORTING EVENTS FOR YOUR DIARY
BOWLS
6 July—Surrey President v ESL
13 July Surrey v Surrey Indoor Bowls
16 July—Surrey President’s Day
RUGBY
8 July— British Lions Rugby in the Bar 0830—breakfast
available, please book in advance
TENNIS
8 July—PSC Junior Tennis finals
22 July—PSC Senior Tennis finals & BBQ
30 July —Surrey Tennis Finals
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SQUASH
Dear players, coaches & club contacts,
The 2017 Surrey Squash AGM notice and agenda can be viewed by following this link.
You will also be able to see the minutes of the 2016 AGM and the minutes
of the EGM held in March this year.
We look forward to seeing you at the meeting on the 19th July.
Kind regards,
Surrey Squash

BOWLS
On 10 June around 28 bowlers from Purley Sports Club boarded a coach to play at the world’s oldest bowls green in
history. This was Southampton (Old) Bowling Green, which dates back to 1299. The history of the Old Green is part of what
was originally an Orchard or Close attached to God’s House Tower (previously St Julian’s Hospital) which was laid in 1187
and used for recreation and recuperation for patients, including it is widely believe “bowls”. It seems though that the King
thought the peasants would be distracted from their obligation to practise archery and was not very happy, nor was the
church because it encouraged gambling. Various statutes were introduced to prohibit the game, where you could be fined
or even imprisoned.
This did not mean the game ceased to be played. Bowls became a game for titled gentry and very rich merchant classes
who could enclose the greens behind walls and hedges. This infuriated Henry VIII that in 1545 he introduced a law that anyone in standing would not be permitted to suffer the game or they would be fined a penalty of 40 shillings for everyday the
law was broken and each player would be fined 6s 8d for every day they played. The only exception being Christmas in the
presence of their Master.
So you see bowls has created quite a stir since 1299 and the history began well before Sir Francis Drake playing bowls on
Plymouth Hoe prior to the defeat of the Spanish Armada in 1588!
Following their wonderful day out and history lesson on bowls, Purley Bowls returned with an overall victory on their 6 rinks
and won by 111 shots to 100.
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SURREY COUNTY BOWLING ASSOCIATION LEOPARD AWARD 2017
Butch Manning was presented with the Surrey County Bowls Association ‘Leopard Award’ at the Surrey Presidents v Purley
Bowls Club Match on Sunday 25 June. Surrey County give the award to club members for service to their club and to bowls.
Butch joined Purley Sports Club in 1971, as a Squash player, and the Bowls Club in 1991. His record of service can be summed
up in two words; “absolutely brilliant”.
He is a man of action directed almost entirely to his duties as Director of Club Grounds and Property Maintenance, which includes both the Sports Club and Bowls Club.
Within the Bowls Club his role as Green Ranger is concentrated on maintenance of the green, it’s surroundings and buildings.
He joined the Association of Greenkeepers to improve his knowledge of all aspects of green care and playing surface management, for all outdoor pursuits at our club.
Butch’s work is invaluable, and in 2015 his position as Bowls Club Green Ranger was formally elevated to permanent committee member. He carries out much of the work and repairs quietly behind the scenes, and if the job is outside his expertise,
he knows a man who can do it. He is at the club every day to ensure the bowling green, buildings and facilities are up to
scratch, and during the playing season he can often be seen going up and down the green, bucket and trowel in hand, filling
any small imperfections. In 2000 Butch was heavily involved in the rebuilding of the clubhouse and the laying of paving round
the green. In the 2016-17 closed season, he took responsibility for further improvements to the paved surrounds and the
installation of new back boards to the ditches.
A regular supporter of Bowls Club playing life, he also organises the annual ‘Captains Day Barbeque’ taking an active part in
the setting up the event plus the purchase of the ever popular ‘sea food’. He can be found immediately after the match on
the ‘Whelk Stall’ ensuring the jellied eels are equally distributed!
Butch also holds a position as a qualified bowls marker and officiates at the County Quarter/Semi-finals and Finals.
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IN AID OF www.sunshine4sumner.com

24 HOUR SQUASH-A-THON 2017 - FRI 23TH JUNE-

SAT 24TH JUNE

Stuart Parish would like to take this opportunity to thank all the sponsors, players, spectators and supporters who played a
part in making this event a great success. We raised approxiametly £2,750 to go towards
Sumner’s ongoing treat for DIPG brain cancer. The 24 hour Squashathon finished with live music
from the Danny Lee Band, who went down a storm and DJs Joe Lee and Stuart Parish rounded
the evening off.

Interview with Stuart Parish—Squash Coach
How did your interest begin in Squash?
My parents joined Coulsdon Court Squash club in 1973 (the year I was
born), so I was introduced to the squash scene from a pram. As my
interest grew as I got older I was lucky enough to spend time on court with
Stuart and Jane Courtney, and also John Skinner—all former England
players. Personally, I have captained Surrey Over 35s and we have won
the national title twice.
Now days my achievements are aimed towards other people learning and
enjoying the sport and succeeding in helping them achieve their goals .
Tell me a little bit more about the coaching you offer?
I am a UKCC level 3 County Coach, which gives me free reign to coach to a
high standard. I have been based at PSC for the last 10 years and although
the majority of my time is spent coaching here, I have also coach ed at
Whitgift school and helped with the Surrey squad and regional England
squads. People come to me for different reasons to improve their game,
which can be anything from tactical, technical to just improving their fitness for the game. If you would like to know more,
please call Stuart on 07801 198905, I am happy to answer any questions.
Outside of squash what are your interests?
I am an avid music fan, so much so I used to DJ regularly. I also love skiing, football and watching tennis, especially Wimbledon,
and I do like playing golf. My day job is Sales Manager for the salmon department at J Bennetts based at Billingsgate Fish
Market. Most people would think I don’t have much time for anything else but I have a wonderful, understanding wife and two
delightful young boys, one of which James, will be joining the junior section in August. I believe it is very important when one is
so involved at the Club that my family are included as well , and hopefully my two boys will be part of the future to carry on the
legacy of the club we love.
What are your future plans for coaching and playing?
We are currently in the process of restructuring the junior section with the intention to increase the number of sessions of two
to four. We are also looking for a female coach that can push the girls side of things as we’ve seen the number of women
squash players at PSC severely descrease over the past few years. Hopefully with members like myself who have young
children we can build around them and secure the future of the section for years to come.
At the moment I am taking a year off from the Surrey team as I’ve captained it for 9 years and need a break. I’m also about to
hit the Over 45’s so I hopefully (with a bit of time management) will be asked to play in that age group but need to get myself a
lot fitter as I’ve struggled with a couple of bad injuries and not trained hard enough. Let’s watch this space…
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TENNIS—LADIES OPEN COMPETITION June 2017
The tennis section has been enjoying the weather, which has enabled them to use all the surfaces that Purley Sports Club
offers. The teams continue with their club and area competitions, there have also been some fun tournaments that were
superbly arranged by Jeannette Ryan.
The first was our Ladies open tournament on 15th June, where a number of ladies entered from different clubs were split
into groups and those who got the most points went through to the semi finals and beyond. A big thank you to those who
took part and congratulations to the winners and runner ups.
Runners up:
Runners up:
Linda Symes & Helle
Butler

Saba Biss & Angela
Gray

Winners:

Winners:

Karen Lodge & Annette
Brewis

Vicky Harris &
Christine HaegerGibbs

PIMMS TENNIS TOURNAMENT June 2017
Another splendid afternoon in the sun playing tennis with a glass of
Pimms between each round. No wonder everyone looked so happy.
44 took part and we had a tie of first place!
Carolyn Fisher and Jon Cross will share the Jean Thirlwall rose bowl for
this year. A massive thanks to Terry as always who organised it so
efficiently.
Many thanks also to Jeannette along with Teresa, Linda and
Barbara for the 'refreshments' and arranging the raffle and of course to
all who donated prizes.
The day raised £400 to be split between The Royal Marsden and the
British Heart Foundation which is excellent.

Bar Opening Hours:
Monday – Saturday
11:00 – 23:00
Sunday 12:00 - 22:30
Happy Hour 16:30 – 18:00
Monday – Thursday

Kitchen Opening Hours:
Monday - Friday
Lunch 12:00 - 14.30
Evening 18:30 - 21:30
Saturday 12:00 - 21.30
Sunday
12:00 - 14:00
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