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February 2019  

Newsletter #33 

Message from  

John Roe, Club Chairman 

A brief message this time, as I am away on the 

other side of the globe, where the tempera-

ture is about 30 degrees warmer than in 

Purley! 

 

I hope everyone enjoyed their festivities over 

Christmas and New Year, and, although belat-

edly, I wish all our members and families a 

healthy and prosperous year ahead. 

 

Our bar and catering staff did us proud over 

the festive period, with two fabulous carvery 

lunches, with some great music provided by 

Matt, to liven the occasion.  Our new chef,  

Antonio, did a splendid job, as did all of the 
catering and bar staff, a big thank you to all 
concerned and to Jane for organising these 
events with great enthusiasm and attention to 
detail. 
 
The most impressive and fabulous event was 
the New Year's Eve party, with the best spread 
I have ever seen at our club; it was truly  
wonderful.   The music was provided by Andy  

Robinson, for whom I have the utmost respect 

as a musician, but I must applaud his energy 

and enthusiasm in his non-stop 4 & 1/2 hour 

performance without a break, right through 

the whole evening.   I can honestly say this is 

the most impressive and enjoyable event I 

have ever had at the club. 

I have had some criticism about the 5%  

subscription increase which has been discussed at 

length and agreed in January by the Management 

Committee, to apply to all senior playing  

categories in the forthcoming year.  The club  

historically has enjoyed a good surplus from bar sales 

each year, which has helped subsidise the ongoing 

costs of running Purley Sports Club, and to fund the 

depreciation on the various investments and  

upgrades there have been to our sports facilities and 

buildings over the last few years.  This last year we 

have had two increases from the brewery and other 

suppliers which have not been passed on to  

members, and have been absorbed by the club.  I am 

well aware the increase is higher than the published  

inflation rate, but as Chairman I have the daunting 

task of ensuring the club does not continue to lose  

money, and has enough income to cover the  

expenditure.  We are trying extremely hard to  

encourage members to use the club more frequently, 

to improve our food offering with the appointment 

of our new chef, and to increase the bar and catering 

revenue which helps support the club financially.  

Most important is the need to encourage new  

members to join our club, and to retain the very 

good membership we currently have. 

 

All the best for 2019. 

2nd 

QUIZ NIGHT—last chance to 

enter your teams 

Friday 15 February at 7pm.  

Teams of 8 - £40 per team 

(£5.00 each) 

Hot food platters included.   

Please book your team/table 
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Interview with Stuart Wiley, SQUASH 

Many congratulations for winning last weekends over 45s 
Surrey SRA Squash Championships, a great achieve-
ment.  How did you first become involved with Purley Sports 
Club? 

I am a Essex boy born and bred and have played in many Lon-
don and Essex clubs.  When I moved to the area I googled 
searched squash clubs and Purley was the stand out club! I 
started playing at Purley in 2007 and have always found the 
squash members to be ultra-competitive and very supportive, 

with the club operating at the top end of Surrey squash.  I also 
played cricket for Purley from 2007 to 2010 where I had great 
fun in Mark Doherty’s 3XI team, sadly family commitments 
brought my cricketing exploits to an end! 
 

I understand you have long standing family connections with 
Purley Sports Club. 

It is  on my wife’s, side  of the family. Her Dad (Mike Careless) 
was Purley cricket 1XI captain and local cricketing superstar in 
the 70’s and 80’s. Both of her brothers played cricket for 
Purley too, but now both can be found in the more sedate 
world of the Purley Vets Hockey team grazing the pitch and 
growling at the opposition every Saturday afternoon.  My wife 
Jo has starting working in reception too. 

Apart from your dedication to family and squash commit-
ments, do you have time for any other hobbies or interests 
and if so, what are they?  

I am a FA qualified coach and run my son’s under 9’s football 
team at Old Coulsdon Colts, I took over the Chairmanship of 
the club last year.  

I can’t help myself but get involved with coaching children 
at sports, as playing in a team is such an important part of 
their emotional, social and physical development. All 3 of 
my children also play rugby on a Sunday morning at Old 
Whits, in South Croydon, my weekend is filled with sports 
but I  wouldn’t have it any other way. 

How would you like to see your children and future gener-
ations become more involved with Purley Sports Club ? 

Squash used to be the biggest growing sport in the 80’s 
and all of my family played, but now its struggling for junior 
participation numbers. I would love Squash to thrive again.  
I think squash should be colourful and vibrant and above 
all fun to get kids through the door. It’s a wonderfully sim-
ple and rewarding sport and if you are athletic, dedicated 
and have an eye for a ball you can go a long way! I hope all 
three of my children will soon start playing and enjoy the 
game as much as I have over the past 30 odd years.           
Many thanks Stuart. 

OUR SPECIAL THANKS GO TO ANDREA MILLER—OUR BEAUTIFUL RECEPTIONIST 

Andrea has been an inspiration to us all 

and an excellent receptionist and a true, 

loyal and valuable friend of Purley Sports 

Club.  We will miss her welcoming smile, 

fun and banter as she goes on long-term 

sick leave.  We all hope she will be made as 

comfortable as possible.  We thank her for 

all her hard work and commitment to the 

club over the years, it has been greatly 

appreciated.  With all our love and hugs to 

you and your family — forever in our 

hearts, your friends at PSC. xxx 
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Section Updates 

 

 

PLEASE NOTE PURLEY SPORTS CLUB WILL BE HOSTING THE  SQUASH INTER-COUNTY REGIONAL  

FINALS ON 2 & 3  MARCH 2019.  Make a note in your diary to watch some excellent matches. 

 

BOWLS  

PLEASE NOTE IT IS  

RENEWAL TIME 

IF YOU HAVE NOT TRIED 

THIS FUN  AND  

COMPETITIVE  GAME THEN WHY NOT GIVE IT 

A TRY THIS SUMMER. 

SQUASH TOURNAMENT N-27 JAN 2019 

Purley Sports Club had the honour of hosting the Surrey SRA Squash  Championships 
over last weekend. This event had over 100 squash players from all over Surrey  
compete in an ability graded event from A -D and age groups from over 35's right up to 
the over 70's.  
 
On Sunday the men's A final between the Wimbledon Club's young star Jordan Warne  
and Surbiton club's ultra fit Richard North was a brilliant watch, with the youngster 
coming from 2-0 down and winning the 5th with a fearless barrage of attacking nicks to 
take the main title.  

Purley's very own Stuart Wiley upset the odds in the over 45's event by beating 
Purley's red hot favourite Stuart Parish in the semi's on the Saturday and triumphed in 
the final with a 3-1 victory over RAC's England International Jeremy Krzystyniak . Paul 
Edkins completed Purley's silverware haul with a convincing win in the over 60's.  

Big thanks to Surrey's SRA Clare Baker for organising seamlessly again and we hope 
they return next year! Also a special mention to Purley's Chris Sinclair who was on 
hand all weekend to help Clare with any questions, set up and logistics.   
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Bar Opening Hours: 
Monday – Saturday   

11:00 – 23:00  

 

Sunday 12:00 - 22:30 

 

Happy Hour 16:30 – 18:00 

Monday – Thursday  

Kitchen Opening Hours: 
 
Monday - Friday   
Lunch 12:00 - 14.30  
Evening 18:30 - 21:30 
 
Saturday 12:00 - 21.30   
Sunday 12:00 - 14:00 
 

 

SUNDAY ROASTS are back!  We are putting the Sunday Roasts back on at Purley for 

all members and friends.  Please book a table with the Bar, stating eating time and 

number of people in your party. 

These will be held on the first weekend of every month, the first one of 2019 will be 

held this Sunday 3 February. Look forward to seeing you there!  

 We hosted two sell-out  

Christmas Carveries in December, which 

proved to be hugely successful for  

members and friends.  Guests were in fine 

festive spirit, lots of laughter, food aplenty 

with wonderful music to enjoy from the 

talented Matt Elverson!  

 

New Years Eve celebrations were without a doubt one of the best  

parties the Club has hosted.  Guests were in the party mood enjoying the 

delicious food and there was plenty of fun on the dance floor.  The 

amazing Andy Robinson  kicked off the night with his brilliant live  music 

choices, it certainly got 

guests up on their feet!  A 

special thank-you to Lucy 

and her team for supply-

ing sumptuous canapes and main courses throughout the night! 

The seafood buffet starters were a hit and the colourful salads and 

superb main dishes had everyone queuing for more, not to  

mention those naughty delicious desserts!   Roll on the next party. 

SAVE THE DATES—MORE DETAILS TO FOLLOW 

MOTHER’S DAY CARVERY & MUSIC —Sunday, 31st March 2019 

EASTER CARVERY & MUSIC —Sunday, 21st April 2019 


