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Message from John Roe –  

Club Chairman 

Message from John 

Roe –  

Club Chairman 

 

Rain did not stop play at the Club 

in November. The ‘All-Weather’ 

tennis courts have certainly come 

into their own this past month, 

and the hardy hockey players soldiered on heroically on a 

squelchy grass pitch last Saturday.   

 

The Club has been busy with squash tournaments and high 

calibre matches, with the bar income benefitting greatly 

from a high turn out to the Rugby World Cup matches and 

the excellent Friday evening dining events.  

 

Sadly, we lost a valued member this month; Neil Farrell died 

following a short, unexpected illness. He and his wife Jenny 

could often be found at the bar in the evenings , enjoying a 

drink and socialising with all. He will be missed by his bowls 

friends, gym members and the hundreds of friends and 

relatives who attended his service and wake last Thursday. 

Our condolences go to Jenny and their family. 

 

The club management is implementing some cost control 

with regard to staffing to get the club back on track 

financially. We are very grateful to our staff for taking on 

extra responsibilities and increased work loads. I hope 

members will be understanding if they have to wait a little 

longer to be served at the bar or at reception. We will do 

everything in our power to ensure members receive the best 

possible service. 

 

While we are making every effort to economise, there are 

always unexpected issues that arise, one of which is the 

urgent repairs and resurfacing required in the car park. These 

are due to be carried out on Thursday 28th November, and 

until these are completed, please be aware of the potentially 

hazardous potholes near the rubbish skip.  

Following the redecoration of the bar, we are arranging for 

new curtains to be made, as the old curtains had perished 
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and faded. We shall be holding a Christmas Raffle to help 

raise funds for the club to cover the approximately £2800 

cost of new curtains. Mike Wells came up with a great name 

for this: ‘CURTAIN RAISER’. I would be grateful for  volunteers 

to manage ticket sales among their respective sports sections 

as well as among social members. Ticket sales  will commence 

on 1st December and the raffle will be drawn at the club on 

Christmas Eve. The First Prize is £500. 

 

The Festive Season is almost upon us, with many shops and 

highstreets already decked out in all their Christmas gear.  

There are many events, including Christmas Carveries, 

Comedy Night and Friday Supper Nights. So please support 

your club by signing up for these events. Last New Year's Eve, 

we had the most fabulous party at the club, with a 

magnificent offering of food, drinks, and the brilliant music of 

Andy Robinson, who played for about six hours with only a 

five-minute break.  He loved it so much last time that he has 

signed up again for this coming NYE and is bringing some of 

his musician friends along. 

 

I hope everyone enjoys the next few weeks leading up to 

Christmas, and on behalf of all of the Management 

Committee and staff at Purley Sports Club, I wish everyone a 

very Happy Christmas.  

John Roe 

Chairman 

Purley Sports Club  
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Q: What brought you to work at Purley Sports Club and how did it 

all begin? 

Andy: I first came to work in the gym at Purley Sports Club after two years 

of running a successful bootcamp with Chris out on the cricket field. It’s 

been nearly two years now working in the gym and over four years of the 

bootcamp. Time flies....  

Q: What is your favourite part about working as a Personal Train-

er at the Club? 

Andy: My favourite part about working at the Club is the friendly family 

atmosphere. I’ve worked at a few different gyms and clubs and none of 

them have had that same feeling. Obviously, being a Personal Trainer, you 

get to know people well, but with this club and client base, I’ve made lots 

of new friends, some of whom I socialise with outside the club. I also en-

joy the fact that no one day is the same, due to the varied ages of people 

and abilities here. It really does test your skill set. 

Q: Tell us about your background and interests beyond 

Purley Sports Club?  

Andy: I grew up in Cornwall and left home at 16 to join the Royal 

Marines, serving 10 very busy years! After leaving, I worked in the 

private security sector for a few years before taking up personal 

training full time. Outside the gym, I’m happily married with an 18-

month-old son , who keeps me on my toes during the day and up at 

night! I also play rugby for Raynes Park on Saturdays.  

Q: Do you have any fond memories of Purley Sports Club? 

Andy: I have a lot of fond memories of PSC. I’ve been a tennis and 

social member for over eight years. My wife Louise plays in the ladies’ 

first team of the tennis section, so I’ve had the pleasure of watching 

her in many finals here, along with her brother, Chris. I’m still waiting 

to see Chris win a match, 

but I’ve been assured he’s 

very good...   

Andy Wakem : PSC Personal Trainer 
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Q: What brought you to work at Purley Sports Club and how did 

it all begin? 

Chris: I joined Purley Sports Club as a tennis member in 1990, when I 

was five years old. Spending every weekend and most evenings playing 

tennis for the next 13 years, I got my tennis coaching qualifications in 

2003 and was fortunate enough to work full time as a tennis coach for 

Terry Cooper Tennis. In 2010, I got my Personal Training qualifications 

and started the business Baseline Fitness. Splitting my time between 

gyms in Purley and Mayfair, I have continued this lifestyle ever since.  

Q: What is your favourite part about working as a Personal 

Trainer at the Club? 

Chris: The best thing about working at Purley Sports Club is definitely 

the people I work with and work for. Working with friends and family 

each day, in an industry that helps people improve their health and 

standard of living, is a real privilege, and I have PSC to thank for the 

opportunity of being able to help our members. 

Q: Tell us about your background and interests beyond Purley Sports Club?  

Chris: Outside of my life in sports clothes at Purley Sports Club, is more sports clothes I’m afraid. I’m a keen tennis play-

er, golfer and I occasionally run marathons. I have a beautiful one-year-old daughter called Isla, who has single-handedly 

made me a terrible golfer.  

I will be turning 35 in the new year and this will allow me to play veterans’ tennis and golf. I’ve been told once your chil-

dren are over two years of age, things get easier too, so fingers crossed I’ll have more spare time. 

Q: Do you have any fond memories of Purley Sports Club? 

Chris: I have several fond memories of Purley Sports Club. I would hate to 

list all the wonderful memories of winning club tournaments here, includ-

ing the six men’s titles, six mixed doubles and four men’s doubles, so I’ll 

resist going into any more detail! 

But honestly, my memories of summer holiday tennis camps growing up 

and a lifetime of weekend social tennis club sessions will always bring a 

smile to my face. They are the reason I have made a number of lifelong 

friendships and will always feel welcome when I walk into the club.  

If you would like to start using the gym in the new year, whether it be a 

New Year’s resolution, or something you’d like to continue beyond Janu-

ary, please get in touch. We are doing a New Members’ deal of £125 for 5 

personal training sessions for January; a saving of £50. For more Infor-

mation, please call Chris on 07958950052 

Chris Ryan: PSC Personal Trainer 
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Tennis 

New Committee Members 

Three new members were elected to the tennis committee at the section’s recent AGM. 

Garry Headon, Louisa Clark and new Men’s Captain Martin Hewish (pictured). Chairman Mike Wells welcomed them and 

thanked those standing down for their work on the committee over the years; Jeannette Ryan, Chris Ryan, John Clay and 

John Cross will all continue to help on sub-committees. 

The white marquee on the mini tennis court is 

providing a very welcome refuge for our coaches, who 

still continue with junior lessons even in wet weather. 

We plan to install lights and heating soon! 

We recently learned that Purley Tennis Club has more 

teams playing in the leagues than any other club in 

Surrey. 

Big thanks to our own Alan Clark for all his voluntary 

work in completely renovating and painting the front 

of the clubhouse and to the Shaws for providing the 

scaffolding. What a difference it has made! 

Cricket 

CONGRATULATIONS to our Summer Slam T20 winning team!  

Our WINTER Senior nets start Tuesday 28th January at Wallington 

Boys School, from 7:30 to 9:00 pm. We would love for you to join! 

They run for 10 weeks  

Cost is £5 for seniors and £3 for students 

1st session is FREE for new members! 
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Squash and Racketball 

The World No 2 Squash player Mohamed El Shorbagy will hopefully be playing an Exhibition in the New Year at Purley in 
conjunction with the official renaming of Squash Court 3 and raising money for the PSA Foundation. For more information, 
see Stuart Parish  

Purley Squash Club was proudly one of the chosen hosts for this year’s prestigious National Junior Inter-Counties annual 
competition. Purley was one of four clubs picked for the Southern section on the weekend of 9th & 10th November.  With 
two full days of squash on four of our 5 courts and hundreds of players across age groups both boys and girls ranging from 
Under 19 down to Under 11 it was going to take some good organisation. 

The club galleries were packed with parents, competitors and members who were treated to a weekend of superb high 
quality squash.  I’ve since received very positive feedback from England Squash on how friendly and welcoming our club is, 
well done everyone involved ...especially Lucy and her bar/catering team keeping the players refreshed and nourished and 
not to mention John who turned up on Saturday morning for a shower only to work a full shift!!! 

A special mention to Claire Baker from the Surrey SRA for organising the players schedules and keeping parents up to date 
of any late changes which is a task in itself which freed myself up to do all the admin and scores on the Saturday.  Chris 
Sinclair took my place on the Sunday and did a sterling job as well assisting Claire.  A very positive weekend for the club 
which stands us in a very good position to be offered other England squash Sanctioned events 

Squash Committee : Following over 15 years as Chairman Peter Bright has decided it was time for a new Chairman. 
Following the recent Committee Meeting Stuart Parish was voted as the new Chairman and Rob Winterhalter as the 
Squash representative on the Management Committee. Congratulations 

to both.  

 

Bowls 

On the 18th October many of our Bowls Ladies attended the annual Surrey Dinner at Tyrell’s Wood  golf club .  

Congratulations to Kara Lyford , unbadged singles finalist, Pam Stuttard and Elizabeth fry , pairs finalists and Janet White, 
Jane Sanders, Linda Ball and Linda Gallagher , finalists in the fours who all collected silverware and prizes presented by 
Penny Bruno , Surrey President and Hazel Marke , President of Bowls England .  
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YOGA  

Come and ’stretch into stillness and 
health’. Get £5 discount on your 1st class at the 
Purley Sports Club on a Tuesday or Thursday 
morning! 

Regina has been teaching yoga at The Purley 
Sports Club for the past 15 years.  

"My yoga style blends both a Yin sequence of long 
held poses which help to increase the flexibility of 
the joints, combined with a Yang practice – a 
gentle flow and standing postures - which 
strengthen the muscles and improve balance.  

I encourage my students to work at their own 
ability with modifications and adaptations to suit 
all levels; from beginner, through enthusiast and 
expert. 

Yoga is a wonderful 
complement to all other types 
of sport with  the added 
benefit of teaching us 
mindfulness and enhancing 
inner peace."  

Dance classes 

The Ballroom, Latin and Jive dance classes will be taking a short Christmas break from 
15 December to 3rd January. However, if you're thinking of taking up a new hobby (or 
resurrecting an old one!), please do come and join these fun and friendly classes.  They 
alternate between Ballroom and Latin dances, with the occasional sequence dance - 
spending 3-4 weeks on each dance/style.  They are suitable for all levels and aimed at 
social dancing to popular music.  Thursdays at 8:10 pm and Saturday's at 11:00 am.  £8 
per person - wear whatever you can freely in, and shoes are preferable to 
trainers.  Contact Suzy Smith on 07791 967657 or suzy@the-first
-dance.co.uk for more information. or visit www.the-first-
dance.co.uk.  Private tuition also available.  

mailto:suzy@the-first-dance.co.uk
mailto:suzy@the-first-dance.co.uk
http://www.the-first-dance.co.uk
http://www.the-first-dance.co.uk
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Beer Festival Success  

 

Members Party 

The members party was a great 
success, with over 100 members 
celebrating the opening of the new 
bar and wishing Jane the best in 
her next adventure. The 
celebrations went on until the very 
end of the night, with certain 
members dancing until close. We 
hope you all enjoyed the night and 
the lovely food provided by the 
Catering team and we hope Jane 
has fun travelling South America!  

A special thank you to Graham 
Davenport and his team of 
decorators for the wonderful 
theme design, and our Anonymous 
Donor, we couldn't have done it 
without all your help and support!  

Rugby breakfast  

We had a very successful morning at the Rugby 
breakfast on Saturday! Thank you for everyone who 
came to support the club and the England Rugby 
team.  

We had a great turn out at 

the Beer Festival! Thank 

you all for coming, we hope 

you had a great time. 
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See offer from Croham Hurst 

Golf Club if interested. Call 

quoting: Purley Sports Club.  
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Bar Opening Hours: 
Monday – Saturday   

11:00 – 23:00  

 

Sunday 12:00 - 22:30 

 

Happy Hour 16:30 – 18:00 

Monday – Thursday  

Kitchen Opening Hours: 
 
Monday - Friday   
Lunch 12:00 - 14.30  
Evening 18:30 - 21:30 
 
Saturday 12:00 - 21.30   
Sunday 12:00 - 14:00 
 

CONGRATULATIONS!!! 

From contributions left in the bottle on the bar, 
the club had raised £305 which had been 

donated to The Royal Marsden Cancer Charity. 
The bottle has now been emptied and put back 

on the bar if you would like to make a future 
contribution.  

CHRISTMAS CARVERIES 

Last chance to get tickets!!! 

Sunday 15th December   

Sunday 22nd December  

14:00-18:00 

Enjoy a scrumptious three course meal, bubbly on arrival 
& music by Matt Elverson.  

Tickets - £25 for Adults 

£10 for Children 

Infants are free 

Come along and join the 

festivities!!! 

CHRISTMAS OPENING TIMES 

CHRISTMAS DAY:    12:00 – 14:00 

BOXING DAY:          CLOSED 

NEW YEARS DAY:     CLOSED  

CHRISTMAS EVE  

We have supplied a buffet for our mem-
bers from lunchtime.  

With a nominal charge of £2 per adult.  


