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Message from John Roe –  

Club Chairman 
  

The summer has been 
good so far with tempera-
tures approaching 38oC a 
week ago, but as I write 
this, the rain and wind 
have been lashing down, 
and rather disrupting our 
grass sports over the last 
few days.  However, the 
grass looks much better 
from some rain, but it is disappointing for those who 
players who want to make the best of our outdoor 
facilities. 

I reported in June that we had a disappointing trading 
year 2018-19, but there has now been some marginal 
improvement in our fortunes for the first quarter of 
2019.  We have had a welcome increase in our gym 
and social subscriptions, but there is still a decline in 
our sports playing subscriptions.  Senior tennis and 
bowls have recovered slightly, with other sports sec-
tions remaining static.   I would ask all of our mem-
bers to encourage new people to join our club; if we 
had an increase in members of 10% over the next 
year, it would make a huge difference to our financial 
position. Bar sales in April and May were up on last 
year, but dropped in June leaving the first quarter 
much the same as last year.   One area of improve-
ment has been catering sales which are up on last 
year, and it is noticeable how many different people 
are now using the club at lunchtimes and evenings for 
bar snacks and meals. 

There will be an opportunity to provide more detail at 
the forthcoming AGM on 14th August, and I encour-
age members to attend this meeting and to engage 
more in the club's activities.  For example, if anyone 
would like to volunteer to compile grant funding  
applications for sports and building improvements for 
example, they would be most welcome. 
 
It is very pleasing to see our Bowls Ladies succeeding 
in their recent matches, and I wish them every suc-
cess in Leamington in mid August.   The Surrey Tennis 
Finals were held at the club last Sunday, sadly not on 
the grass courts because of wet conditions, but this 
was a high standard event with a number of Purley 
players contesting the finals.   Congratulations to Ellie 
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Cross and Louisa Clarke who won the Surrey Ladies 
Doubles in a splendid match against two very  
experienced opposition from Westside Club.    
Commiserations to others who made the finals but 
couldn't quite get the result they hoped for.  
Our cricket 1st Team have had some successes over 
June & July - long may it continue.  The Colts have 
also been active during the evenings and Sunday 
mornings - Thanks to  
Chelines and 
Ian, plus all 
the coaches 
and  
volunteers, 
for their  
involvement 
in these  
activities. 
 
Over the last couple of weeks we have enjoyed a 
Tapas Night and a Fish Night at the club, both of 
which were fabulous.  

In August, Jane Sanders our Club Manager will be 
leaving the employment of the club, but not leaving 
entirely, as she is still a keen bowls and tennis  
member.  I would like to thank her for all her hard 
work, dedication, warmth and positive atmosphere 
she has brought to the club.  There will be an  
opportunity to say a big 'thankyou' to Jane in the 
near future.  
  
Another 'thankyou' is due to Alan Clark, who has 
painstakingly 
restored and 
repainted the 
front wall of 
the clubhouse.   
This has in-
volved several 
weeks of his 
own time, for 
which we are all very grateful.  
 
I hope everyone continues to enjoy the summer, 
and please use the club as much as possible for your 
eating, drinking, entertainment, and sporting  
activities. 
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 TERESA FISHER—TENNIS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ever since I started the newsletter, you somehow  

managed to appear in the background of most pictures 

I took, so it seems only fitting that I do my last  

interview with you.  Please tell us how you first got  

involved with Purley sports Club? 

In 1995, my husband Dave and our two children aged 8 and 5 

(Andrew & Carolyn) returned to England after a 2 ½ year stint 

in Basle, Switzerland.  I had some tennis lessons during our 

time in Switzerland; my coach there (Peter Carter) had previ-

ously been Roger Federer’s first coach! Dave had previously 

played tennis as a junior when living in Sussex. During our first 

week back, a flyer came from the school that there was an 

open day at Purley Sports Club the following weekend.  Nerv-

ously we turned up and Terry asked what standard we were! I 

think I must have given him the impression that I was better 

than I was because he put me on court with three exceptional 

tennis ladies. I think he soon worked out from that set what 

my true standard of play was!!!  So we joined up as a family 

and are all still members nearly 25 years later. 

So outside of tennis, what are your other interests and 

hobbies? 

As for my other hobbies, some would say one is chatting!! For 

ten years I have belonged to a ‘weekly Rock Choir’ in Wimble-

don.  I regularly go swimming or to body combat classes. I 

have been skiing since I was 18 – a bit like my tennis, I should 

be better after all these years!! I spend a lot of time in my 

garden; I am not really green-fingered but I give it a go -  

mainly just maintaining it!!! 

As a club offering, how do you think our tennis facilities 

fair and in general as a club overall? 

Purley Tennis club offers a great variety of surfaces to play 

tennis on (grass, acrylic, hard courts and clay) and this helps 

when you have an away match.  I love playing in Tennis 

Matches against other clubs. It’s good to play other people, 

see other clubs and build confidence in your game.  I attend 

many club sessions which are really sociable on court and off 

court.  The Tennis Section is great for children. My two have 

made so many friends over the years. It built their confidence 

when representing the club at a young age and many school 

holidays were spent at the club rather than on days out be-

cause of their friends and the competitions.  We use the club 

when we can socially as well as for tennis. For a while I was on 

the social committee which was good fun. 

Anything else you might want to add? 

Some 25 years ago, I met some great people and they are still 

my closest friends.  We must all keep using the club and  

continuing to support it. Thank you Teresa.  :-) 

A fond farewell to you all…………. 

 

For the last time I just wanted to say “Thank you for visiting 

us at Purley Sports Club”.  I have thoroughly enjoyed the last 

3-4 years working with the team and members of the Club. 

 

We have certainly seem some challenges during that time. 

But we’ve also had some great successes and I’ve enjoyed 

hosting and participating in some of the wonderful events 

we’ve put on during that time. 

 

I am extremely sad to be leaving, but this is something I have 

to do for health reasons.  I’m looking forward to regaining 

my strength and wellbeing, so I’m fighting fit for the new 

opportunities that lay ahead in life. 

 

Many thanks for your support and kind words, I will miss all 

the various characters and friendly atmosphere, which 

makes our club so special.  Take care.  Jane Sanders  xxx 
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Section Updates 
BOWLS 

The magnificent seven reached the Surrey Ladies Finals.  Liz Fry & Pam Stuttard won the semi

- final Surrey Pairs on 7 July  beating a pair from Egham 17-13. Kara Lyford won the Un-

badged Singles beating a lady from Sutton 21-20. Linda Ball, Linda Gallagher, Jane Sanders & 

Janet White won the Surrey Fours - again beating a team from Egham 26-13.Unfortunately, 

Linda Gallagher lost her Unbadged Singles 17-21 to a lady from Milford.  The players had ex-

cellent support from a mixture of clubs in the area as Purley were very much the  

underdogs, playing against England and International players.  The fact they all won was truly 

amazing.  However, the Ladies Surrey finals at Egham on 21 July was not as successful for 

them but they all enjoyed the experience and we are really proud that so many Purley ladies 

got through, an important achievement for our Club and firmly puts Purley bowls on the map 

for Surrey.   

The finalists still go through to play the National competition at Leamington Spa, which start 

w/c 5 August and lasts for one month.  We wish them all the 

very best. 

We also want to congratulate Peter Marshall who has been 

the men’s Surrey President for Bowls this year.  He has hosted 

3 games here at the Club as well as hosting his Surrey  

President’s day here for 94 people.  Much praise was  

received for his Presidency, the club’s  bar, catering and  

overall hospitality.  Well done everyone. 

CRICKET 

The Senior ladies have been playing in the Surrey Slam. They have had a mixture of wins and losses and have enjoyed the 

shorter format of the game and the reduced travelling. 

The girls have been competing at U14, U11 and U9 level and have been quite successful given this is their 1st season. The 

girls section continues to grow encouragingly.  

The 4 Senior teams have had a mixed bag it must be said. After a slow start the 1’s 

have reeled on a few wins on the trot. Notable performances include an unbeaten 173 

from Sushant and a hat trick to finish off the game from Dave Monckton (his only 3 

balls of the match).  

The 2nd Team are pushing for promotion and 2 weeks ago their Captain Vishal Patel 

scored a fantastic 100, ably assisted by his Vice Captain who made a 50. 

The 3rd team have had a slow start after the promotion last year and losing 2 key 

players, but a win last week was hopefully the start of a better run of results. The 4th team have done 

really well given selection issues they always have and sit comfortably high in the table. 

The Surrey Slam 20/20 side are in the semi-finals of the competition, well captained by Jack Johnson, where we will host 

Spencer in early August. 

A bit of history—The first ever ball by an Irish test cricketer at Lord's recently was bowled by a former Purley CC colt.  Tim 

Murtagh played for the club through colts cricket and into the 1st eleven, now look at him! 
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Section Updates Cont... 
COLTS 

2019 has been a great year for Colts Cricket at Purley, with numbers exceeding all expectations. With the help of our team of vol-

unteer cricket managers, the club runs teams from U7 right through to U15 age groups, plus 3 girls teams. Weekly training takes 

place at The Ridge throughout the summer term, and is overseen by our Head Coach Ian Yull and his highly motivated coaching 

team. 

 

With a squad of 28 our U8s have been able to put out 2 teams (Tigers and Panthers) on a regular basis. The little legs of Tigers fin-

ished 3rd and the Panthers finished 6th in their respective leagues. It has been an enjoyable season for all involved and the players 

have learned a lot and gained some valuable experience in game situations. We certainly have some super stars in the making. We 

are also grateful to our sponsors who provided the teams with coloured kit, Easy Shipping, Cut Price, Circle Financial Services,  

Capital PM Services and Chipstead Golf Club.   

The U9s enjoyed their first season of hardball cricket and had some very close tough matches. We’d like to thank their sponsors 

CGI, who kitted the team out in new coloured kit.  

The U11 team came on leaps and bounds this year, playing good attacking cricket and were very energetic in the field. Because of 

the large squad of players we were able to enter two teams (one in a pairs league and one in a conventional cricket league). The 

pairs team won 7 and lost only 3 games, always playing in a positive spirit. The next challenge for the boys will be stepping up to 

conventional cricket and with their willingness to learn and enthusiasm for the game I am sure they will do well!  The U11 boys 

playing in the conventional league had a successful year with great individual performances also coming 3rd in Div 1. 

Building on a successful season last year our U13 team were invited into the premier invitation league and had a great season, with 

some cracking games and excellent team performances, they still have games to play for their final league position.  To add to this, 

their cup run took them all the way to the Semi-Final.  

The U14s came 3rd in the league, a narrow loss to Sanderstead eventually costing them 1st place!  With some outstanding  

performances, assisted by some strong under 13s, they are also through to the cup final which will be played during August bank 

holiday.  There are a number of un-played games in the u15s but currently they are mid table, there are some outstanding  

performances from a team made up of the remaining stalwart U15s 

and bolstered by the U14s. 

 

We have seen a large increase in our girls section this year which has 

enabled us to enter them in 3 age group leagues/festivals. The girls 

have thoroughly enjoyed their cricket with the u14s coming 4th,  

several of the girls have also played in our senior ladies team. The 

spirit which all the teams have displayed this year has been first-rate 

and the club was very successful in attracting new players.  

Some great achievements this season across all 

teams, the future looks very bright for the club for 

next season.  Our end of year awards day on 8th  

September promises to be a great celebration with 

games, BBQ and presentations to round off the  

season. 

Close season nets begin in October and continue 

throughout the winter, please contact Ash 

on  4shish.cricket@gmail.com  for more details . 
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Tennis 
During July we staged both our own Junior and senior finals and played host to Surrey Tennis who once again held 
their finals at Purley. Unfortunately the weather prevented the use of our grass courts on both occasions but 
we’re really proud to see our younger members coming to the fore. David Middleton retained our men’s singles 
title and Louisa Clark became our new ladies singles champion. In the Surrey finals Louisa and Ellie Cross put on a 
fantastic performance to win the Ladies Open Doubles title. Well done to all! 

            

 

 

 

Section Updates Cont... 

Junior finalists—Megan and Josie 

(winner on right) 
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Bar Opening Hours: 
Monday – Saturday   

11:00 – 23:00  

 

Sunday 12:00 - 21.00 

 

Happy Hour 16:30 – 18:00 

Monday – Thursday  

Kitchen Opening Hours: 
 
Monday - Friday   
Lunch 12:00 - 14.30  
Evening 18:30 - 21:30 
 
Saturday 12:00 - 21.30   
Sunday 12:00 - 14:00 
 

 

PARKING 
The club has been made increasingly aware about bad 

parking. Please can we ensure that we do not park in 

front of resident’s driveways, or double park. It makes 

it very difficult for other members, and the local  

Residents are quite rightly upset about the lack of  

respect shown to them. 

 RACE NIGHT 

Friday 9th August 7-9pm 

Come and join us for a fun evening of horsing 

around!   Tapas food available to pre-order at the bar  

when you buy your ticket.  

There will also be a GIN BAR 

 

ENTRY TICKETS £5 EACH  

Please purchase your ticket in reception  

INCLUDES ONE RAFFLE TICKET   

CHILDREN WELCOME  

 

AGM 

Wednesday  

14th August 8pm 

SOCIAL MEDIA 

PLEASE POST YOUR TWEETS AND  

PHOTOS ON ANY OF THE FOLLOWING OR 

CONTACT JO WILEY ON RECEPTION IF 

YOU WANT SOMETHING POSTED. 


